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Letter from the command

As commander of the
1t Corps Support
Command and Logistical
Support AreaAnaconda, |
extend my best wishes
that thisnew year and new
mission will hold great
challenges and
accomplishments for us
al. Itiscertainly difficult
in these times to be far
from home, but this
absence gives us the
opportunity to reflect on
the blessings we have as
Americans and to realize
the importance of those
things that we sometimes
take for granted. Our
country is truly the
greatest theworld hasever
known, and we are
fortunate to have the
opportunity to help others

gain the freedoms we
enjoy and the ability to
celebrate in peace.

Some of you are near
theend of your tour inIrag
and should use the recent
holidays as a springboard
for an emotional and well
deserved reunion with
your families. You have
worked hard thispast year
with superb results. Take
pride in your
accomplishments and
enjoy the time with your
loved ones.

For those unitsthat are
preparing tojoin us, spend
as much time as you can
with your family. 1t will
be some time before you
areableto seethemagain.
Themission hereisagreat

and important one that
will beyour utmost focus.
As for our units
operating in the rear, you
not only have a heavy
mission to sustain in
supporting the XVIII
Airborne Corps, but you
are also the key for us to
reach back to the rear to
our family members. We
depend on you and know
that this mission will
remain at the forefront.
For the rest of us, let's
use this time to begin
creating relationshipsthat
will sustain usthroughout
the coming year. It is
important for ustorely on
each other to be able to
count on each other when
needed.
Takethistimetoreflect
on your family and loved

Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine
Commanding General

ones that | am sure are
thinking of you. Continue
to Soldier with pride and
aggressively performyour
mission. Maintain focus
on your warrior skills.
You are the best in the
world and should be proud
of your service.

Remain vigilant, take
care of yourself and take
care of each other. God
bless our great nation.
FIRST TEAM, ATW

Command Sgt. Maj.
Joseph R. Allen
1st COSCOM

The 1% COSCOM is
ready to ensure that the
mission is completed on
the front lines and back in
garrison. We are highly
trained as individuals and
as a unit. Our missions
both here and in the rear

are tough ones and with
our current record of
mission accomplishment, |
know that weareup for the
challenge.

Duringtimeslikethese,
we must not lose focus of
thelittlethings, like proper
military courtesies, taking
care of Soldier issues, and
paying attention to detail at
al times. These are the
things that, if we fail to
monitor, will come back
and biteus.

During holidays
throughout the year,
especially those that are
normally spent with
family, to include
birthdays, times can be
tough. There are many

assets within the 1
COSCOM to help you get
through those difficult
times. With today’s
technology,
communication to family
back at home can be more
frequent and is readily
available. You also have
the chaplains, and more
important, your battle
buddy to get you through
those difficult times.
Remember that the 1%
COSCOM is your
extended family. Takethis
time to build your
relationships while
conducting the mission.
These arethe Soldiersthat
will cover your six if and
when thetime callsfor it.

The 13 COSCOM has
grown with the addition of
our Reserve and National
Guard units. Welcome to
the family. You have

already SO far
demonstrated your
enthusiasm to beamember

of the First Team. We are
glad to have you on board
and look forward to
creating a cohesive
relationship.

Every member of the 1%
COSCOM isat war. And
we must recognize this
each day. Thisis serious
business and we want to
ensure that each member
makesit back hometo his
or her loved ones safely.
FIRST TEAM!
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COSCOM deploysinsupport of Ol F

Story and photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

FORT BRAGG, N.C.—
Approximately 300 Soldiers from
the 1% Corps Support Command | eft
Fort Bragg Nov. 16 to deploy to Irag

Teary eyed familiy members place their hands over
their hearts during the National Anthem which was
played prior to Soldiers boarding the aircraft for OIF
Nov. 16 .

in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Among them was Brig. Gen.
Yves J. Fontaine, 1# COSCOM
commander and Command Sgt.
Maj. Joseph R. Allen, 13 COSCOM
command sergeant major.

The Soldiers joined thousands of
their comrades already deployed to
Irag, while others from the
command were scheduled to deploy
in late December.

The deployment will be the first
time that the 1 COSCOM has
deployed multiple headquarters
simultaneously to OIF.

“In the past we have deployed
smaller elementsto support various
commands in theater such as a
transportation company or a
maintenance company. For this
deployment wewill have about half
of the COSCOM deployed with

their headquarters,” said Col. James
Currie, G3 operations officer.

There are currently about 1,500
Fort Bragg logistical Soldiers that
arein Irag, and these numbers will
rise to
between
2,000 and
2,500 through
March,
Fontaine said
in an
interview
prior to
boarding for
OIF.

“T h e
COSCOM
deployment
started about a
month ago
with the
advance party
going to
Kuwait,” Fontaine said.

The advance party was sent
ahead to conduct preparation for the
main body of Soldiers coming in.
While in Kuwait, Soldiers will
conduct additional combat training
and logistical operations until it is
time for their departureto Irag.

The COSCOM will support the
entiremultinational forcein Iraq as
far as providing logistics, Fontaine
said.

“The biggest thing - and we saw
it coming - was distribution of
suppliesand logisticsinavery large
theater,” he said. The challengeis
to distribute the enormous amount
of logisticsfor theforce at the right
time and the right place, he said.

Although the Soldierswereready
to deploy with weapons and
equipment in hand, many of them
did not want to leave their families

behind. Sadness was in the air as
Soldiers hugged their family
memberswith tears streaming down
their faces while saying farewell.

“Itistoughto leave the onesyou
love behind for such along period
of time, at the sametime, they know
that | have a mission to do,” said
Capt. Justin Perusek, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1%
COSCOM commander.

Families will be able to keep in
touch with e-mail, phone calls and
mail, Perusek said.

The 1% COSCOM will have
approximately 18,000 Soldiers,
which consists of acombination of
active duty, Reserves and National
Guard Soldiers. The numberswill
dwindle in the spring and summer
time framewhen many Soldiersare
scheduled to redeploy, Fontaine
said.

“We are in the saddle now,”
Fontaine said. “We are engaged
with providing logistical support to
all our multinational componentsin
Irag.”

Capt. Jason MacDonald, chemi-
cal officer, HHC, 1st COSCOM,
spends a little quality time with
his daughter prior to boarding an
aircarft headed to OIF Nov. 16.
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Transfer of Authority

1st Corps Support Command takes the reigns of LSA Anaconda

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, lrag—The 1*¢
Corps Support Command
accepted authority of LSA
Anaconda, and other locations in
Iraq, from the 13" Corps Support
Command in a transfer of
authority ceremony at the Morale
Welfare and Recreation Complex
here Dec. 12.

Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine, 1
COSCOM commander, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph R.
Allen performed the unveiling of
the colorsto signify thetransfer of
authority.

“1 hope that each of you take
great pride in what you have
accomplished this year. Your
service has been outstanding,”
said Lt. Gen. Thomas F. Metz,

Multi-National Corps-lrag
commander.
Metz was the guest speaker and

the reviewing officer for the
ceremony, which was moved
indoors because of inclement
weather.

“Qur success is your success,”
Metz said.

The 13" COSCOM arrived in
Irag in January 2004 and has since
successfully conducted an array of
operations that includes the
delivery of meals ready to eat,
fuel, ammunition, and bottled
water. Other operations include
the processing of approximately
2,000 tons of mail, and conducting
an average of 200 convoys a day.

“We are being replaced by the
1st COSCOM, who have known
for over a year that 2005 would

Photo by Pfc. Jerome Bishop

The 1st Corps Support Command commander and the command ser-
geant major, after unveiling the command’s colors, unfurl their unit’'s
streamers at LSA Anaconda Dec. 12 in a transfer of authority cer-

emony.

be their year,” said Brig. Gen.
James E. Chambers, 13%"
COSCOM commander. “They are
more than ready and trained to
take the mission and will improve
on the systems currently in
place,” said Chambers.

Some of the installation
improvements made by the 13®
COSCOM focused on quality of
life. The installation now has a
movie theater, an MWR facility
and two swimming pools.

Chambers thanked the
members of his command for
completing their mission
successfully.

“We can go home with our heads
high and our backs straight,” said
Chambers.

Fontaine, born in La louviere,
Belgium, thanked the 13" COSCOM
for their hospitality and
professionalism and said he is
confident in his staff and that his
Soldiersare up to the task.

"We will maintain the high
slandards,” Fontainesaid.

Under the command of the 1%
COSCOM at LSA Anacondawill be
approximately 15,000 troops,
including Soldiers, Marines, sailors
andairmanfromtheactivecomponent,
Reserves and National Guard.
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507th CorpsSupport Group assumes
humanitarian assistance mission

Story and photos by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

L S A
ANACONDA,
I[rag—Members of
the 507" Corps
Support Group, 1%
Corps Support
Command and the
172™ CSG, 13"
COSCOM traveled to
the Door Alsina
village Dec. 7 in
order to not only
transfer to the 1%
COSCOM ongoing
projects, but to also
meet with the village
leader and distribute
Beanie Babies to the
local school children.

These ongoing
projects and the
rel ationship established with the village isan endeavor
called Operation Anaconda Neighborhood (OAN), an
extension of Operation Iragi Children (OIC). Operation
Iragi Children isa program that enables Americans to
send school supply kitsto Iraqgi children.

“Inthe past, $10,000 worth of supplieswas donated
by American citizens. Today is Beanie Baby day and
introduction of the new command comingin,” said Lt.
Col. R.J. Gore, 172™ CSG chaplain.

Operation Anaconda Neighborhood takes the OIC
program astep further. It establishes governate support
teams that are responsible for conducting minor
infrastructure recovery operations and reconstruction
assistance of small villages.

Door Alsina is one of those villages and has
approximately 700 villagers. Within these numbers,
there are approximately 110 grade school studentswho
attend Manathera, a school built with the aid of the
172™ CSG.

“The 507" (CSG) is taking over the monitoring of
three OAN projects handed over to us from the 172

Maj. John H.G. Rasmussen, Chaplain, 507th Corps Support Group,
1st Corps Support Command, gives an Iraqi child a Beanie Baby
during a visit to Door Alsina village, Irag Dec. 7. Members of the
507th CSG traveled to the village to give students who attend the
Manathera School and neighborhood children the toys as a part

of the project Operation Anaconda Neighborhood.

CSG” sadMg.
Charles
Newbegin,
operations
officer, 507"
CSG

“The first
wasthebuilding
of the school
which was
completed in
October 2004.
The second
project is the
water filtration
system project
and the third is
a sewer system
project,” said
Newbegin.

Recondtruction
assistancefor the Iragi peopleinvolvesbuilding, repair,
reconstitution, and reestablishment of the social and
material infrastructure of Irag. Thiscaninclude, butis
not limited to water and sanitation infrastructure, food

Iraqi children form a line to receive Beanie Ba-
bies from members of the 507th CSG, 1st CSCOM

during a visit to Door Alsina village, Iraq Dec. 7.
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Maj. John H.G. Rasmussen (right), Chaplain, 507th CSG, 1st COSCOM is in-
troduced by an interpreter to a village leader at the Door Alsina village, Iraq
Dec. 7. The village leader monitors ongoing projects and establishes lines
of communication between the villagers and units.

production and distribution, agriculture, electronic
power generation and distribution, telecommunications,
education, transportation, and initiatives that further
restores the rule of law and effective governance.

Civil Affairs detachments are vital components and
heavily involved with this process.

Traveling to the village wasn't all business. After
introduction of theincoming command to villagers, the

“It is wonderful seeing
the smiles on their little
faces.”

-Maj. John H.G. Rasmussen, 507th CSG

chaplains and members of their unit ministry teams
delivered small surprises to the younger members
of the village. Approximately 110 Beanie Babies
were passed out to the students of the Manathera
School and the smaller children living in the village.

“We are piggy backing on this trip to use the
opportunity to provide humanitarian aid to win the
hearts and minds of the villagers. We also want to
show a friendly face,” said Maj. John H.G.
Rasmussen, 507" CSG Chaplain.

At first the children
appeared to bewithdrawn
at first sight of the
Soldiers and their
vehicles. However, once
they saw the colorful
small stuffed animals, they
appeared excited and
formed a line behind the
vehicles to receive their
gifts.

“ Sometimes the crowd
of children can get out of
control because the
children are excited
about what we have to
give them. Sometimes
we have to take a break
and let them calm down,
and then proceed with
handing things out. But
the bottom lineisthat we
try to ensure that each
child gets whatever it iswe have to givethem,” said
Gore.

“It is wonderful seeing the smiles on their little
faces,” said Rasmussen.

The 507" Unit Ministry Team, with the assistance
of the 1# COSCOM Civil Affairs detachment intends
to continue providing this type of outreach and
reconstruction program for the next year or so.

“The Iragi people have many projects they are
focused on and we want to help and see them
succeed,” said Newbegin.

A 1st COSCOM Soldiers poses with members of
the Door Alsina village, Iraq Dec. 7
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Army’sEqual Opportunity program
aldscommandersindivergty training

By Pfc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM Public Affairs

The U.S. military, like Americaitself, is a melting
pot of religious and cultural diversity. Living with
people with origins and traditions from throughout the
world isn't easy at times, but assistance is just around
the corner.

The Army’s Equal Opportunity (EO) program aids
Soldiers and civiliansin the education and acceptance
of the various peopl e that make up today’sArmy. LSA
Anacondais no exception. With the arrival of the 1
Corps Support Command, a new EO advisor is
available to help commanders tackle the issues that
sometimes arise from living in a diverse community.

Sgt. 1% Class Richard Weldon, the 1¥ COSOM EO
advisor, is the man who ensures that commanders
receive EO information, so that they can be a better
asset to their Soldiersliving and working environment.

“The EO programisthe prevention of discrimination
against Soldiers and civilians based on gender, race,
color, national origin and religion,” Weldon said.

As defined in Army Regulation 600-20, the equal
opportunity regulation, “the Equal Opportunity
program formulates, directs, and sustains a
comprehensive effort to maximize human potential and
to ensure fair treatment for all persons based solely on
merit, fitness and capability in support or readiness.
EQ philosophy isbased on fairness, justice, and equity.”

Thegoals of the program outlined in AR 600-20 are
to provide EO for al Soldiers and family members
within legal limits, to make and sustain effective units
by eliminating discrimination, and to provide the same
support to department of the Army employed civilians.

“[The EO programs] gives better understanding
about the differences of others,” Weldon said.

Positive reinforcement of EO gives unitsthe ability
to perform in any circumstances without the threat of
internal or external discrimination, he said.

The EO program isthe commander’s program. It's
available to help commanders ranging from company
to brigade level to provide preventative training and to
resolve an issue should one arise, Weldon said.

The Soldiers of the EO program have one of two
duties, to serve as an EO representative to company
and battalion sized unitsor to function asan EO advisor
to brigade level units or higher, he said.

Advisors are responsible for getting training to
commandersto supplement their EO training that must
be conducted quarterly. Representatives are the
Soldiers who actually conduct the training and act as
intermediariesin the event of aviolation of AR 600-20
and aid the Soldier affected in receving proper
assistance in resolving the issue, Weldon said.

Complaints are unfortunately an example that a
Soldier or a group of Soldiers chose not to abide by
EO regulations. However, complaints are rarely
disregarded when presented for resolution.

Therearetwo typesof complaintsaSoldier canfile,
informal and formal. Informal complaintsget theissue
resolved at the lowest level in the chain of command.
These are the most common kinds of complaints,
Weldon said.

The formal complaint is alot more serious because
it requires a serious violation to occur before it can be
filed, hesaid. Formal complaints are taken directly to
the unit commander, who has 14 daysto have theissue
initiated in an investigation.

Given the serious nature of thesetypesof complaints,
other agencies may take over the investigation by
reguest of the commander or initiate their own if they
deem necessary. Agencies able to investigate such
violations are the chain of command, the EO advisor,
thehousing referral office, the Judge Advocate General,
Military Police or Criminal Investigator, chaplains,
medical agencies and the Inspector General, Weldon
said.

Upon compl etion of theinvestigation, theindividual
responsible for the EO violation can be subject to
punishment under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

“The bottom line is the EO program is the
commander’s program,” Weldon said. “My job as EO
advisor is to advise commanders on policies and
procedures.”

The EO program and the advisors and
representatives it hosts are a necessary asset to the
function of the Army. Without it, the various genders,
races, and religions of the Army wouldn’t have been
ableto meld together to make the strong, effective, and
battle-proven units serving today, Weldon said.
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Schoomaker vigtsL SA Anaconda

By Pfc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM Public Affairs

LSA ANACONDA, Irag—LSA
Anaconda was host to a brief but
worthwhile visit from the highest-
ranking Army official Dec. 27.

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker, U.S.
Army Chief of Seff, paid Soldiersand
armendikeavisit duringatour of the
middle eastern thegter.

Schoomaker’s tour began with a
visit to the 507" Corps Support
Group’s, 457" Transportation
Battalion. The 457" Transportation
Battalion is a Reserve unit from
Missouri, who is responsible for up-
armoring vehicles and conducting
combat logigtic patrols.

During his tour of the main
workshop, Schoomaker took time to
meet and greet troopsworking hard to
provide armor to as many vehicles as
they can.

While there, Schoomaker was
shown severa vehicles hit by both
Improvised Explosive Devices and
Vehicle-Borne IED’s, and enemy
smdl-amsfire. He was impressed at
theleve of progressthesetroopshave
madein providing sufficient protection
with limited materials, said

Schoomaker. Many of these Soldiers
werepresented theArmy Chief of Staff

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Gen. Shoomaker meets with
members of Big Bob’s Truck Stop
to get an overview of up-armoring
progess at LSA Anaconda Dec.
27.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Gen. Shoomaker, Army Chief of Staff, sits down to lunch and social-
izes with Soldiers from various units stationed at LSA Anaconda Dec.

27 during a middle east tour.

coin for demonstrating their
commitment to duty.

Following the visit with the troops
fromthe507th CSG, Schoomaker took
the opportunity to socialize with
Soldiers from various commands
during lunch at Dining Facility One.

Many of the Soldiers took the
opportunity to ask Schoomaker
questions regarding issues about
switchingfromArmy Resarvetoactive
gtatus, and re-enlistment.

Before Schoomaker’s departure of
the DFAC, he gave Soldiers the
opportunity for aseriesof photographs.

“It'sgood to seehow thetroopsare
doing,” Schoomaker said.

It's avery important thing to keep
themora e of thetroopsup, especialy
during deployment, he said.

After lunch, Schoomaker madehis
way to Big Bob's Truck Stop totakea
tour of thefacility and crew providing
mogt of thearmor protectiontomilitary
vehicles.

“That wasthefirg time | saw [the
up-armor facility]. They' vejust sarted
that since |I've been here last,”
Schoomaker said.

From the things Schoomaker saw
in the facility in the brief time he was
able to visit, he was impressed and
expressed his opinion in its necessity
tothewar effort, he said.

Upon leaving Big Bob’s, the
entourage made its way to the Joint
Defense Operation Center tovisitwith
thetroops of the 81% Brigade Combat
Team.

Here, helearned moreandin depth
about operations being conducted out
of LSA Anaconda and how they are
conducted.

After the tour of the JDOC,
Schoomaker’s visit was at an end.
Although his visit seemed to be over
assoon asit began, Schoomaker’svist
left an important mark on the troops
hevisited, that senior leaderscare.
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COSCOM conductsadvancelive-

firetraining

By Pfc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM Public Affairs

Three days and two nights of training in
the Kuwaiti desert can give a Soldier a lot
more than numb feet and cold hands.

Soldiers of the 1%t Corps Support
Command participated in three day Convoy
Live-Fire Exercise (CLFX) spanning Nov. 22
to Nov. 30.

Although the weather was a little less
desirable for the Soldiers who attended, the
training they received might mean the
difference between life and death one day.

“Thistraining isan excellent tool that will
not only teach our Soldiers more efficient
ways to conduct convoy operations, but also
reinforce the confidence that they already have,” said
Lt. Col. Gordon R. Roberts, Troop Support Battalion
commander, 1 COSCOM.

Soldiers arrived at the CLFX range in the early
evening of the first day, where they were given a
safety briefing and an overview briefing on the
events of the exercise.

The CLFX range is maintained and operated by
Military Professional Resources Incorporated, a

-Iu - . 1
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Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

1st COSCOM Soldiers engage target on the move
while conducting close quarters markmenship
training under the supervision of MPRI obeserver
controllers November 2004.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Duane Copowycz, Observer Controller for MPRI, conducts an
after action review with Soldiers from the 1st COSCOM after
completing a scenario during live-fire training November 2004.

company composed of former military, law
enforcement and private sector leaders who provide
training for the militaries and law enforcement
agencies of the U.S. and other selected nations,
according to the MPRI website.

“MPRI provides comprehensive and integrated
programs that address training, education, leader
development, organizational design and
implementation, democracy transition, and
emergency management across a broad spectrum of
functional areas,” according to the website.

Thefirst event of the second day was reinforcing
Close Quarters Marksmanship (CQM) skills that
Soldier learned the week before. Targetsare engaged
at various meters away from the firers. Simulated
scenarios allowed Soldiers to engage threats left,
right and behind their position, as well as engaging
threats while walking and running.

“This method of firing is different from what we
are used to at our home station. This training
definitely opens your eyes and allows you to think
outside the box,” said Sgt. Franchasca Deboe,
administrative clerk, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1 COSCOM.

After completion of CQM, Soldiers who would
be drivers and truck commanders learned how to
properly fire out of the driver’swindow while driving
in the event that additional suppressive fire is
required.
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Once Soldiers completed CQM training,
a brief on the convoy operations began to
give them detailed information on how to
plan and what to expect while participating
in convoys throughout the deployment.

“What they learn here at this training
may one day save their lives and members
of their crew,” said Roberts.

Additional training consisted of Soldiers
learning how to keep a convoy together in
traffic and in urban areas, how to react to
Improvised Explosive Devises, and how to
react to contact/fire from the driver and
passenger sides of the vehicle.

The second day ended with pre-convoy

operations and checks, vehicle inspections
and final mission review before the next
day.

Soldiers anticipated the third day of
training, the live-fire exercise, where they
would have the opportunity to put their
training to the test.

dom.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Three 1st COSCOM Soldiers pull security at a security halt
during convoy live-fire training in Kuwait November 2004.
The Soldier had prviously conducted similar training at Fort
Bragg prior to deploying in support of Operation Iraqi Free-

“We learned the different stages and methods in  given the opportunity to put it to the test,” said Capt.

conducting a successful convoy, now we will be

“This training definitely opens
your eyes and allows you to

think outside the box.”

-Sgt. Franchasca Deboe
HHC, 1st COSCOM

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
A litter team comprised of 1st COSCOM Soldiers
move out to a medical evacutaion landing zone
during a scenario at convoy live-fire training held
November 2004.

Justin Perusek, HHC, 1 COSCOM commander.

Vehicles were assigned particular responsibilitiesin
order to help with command and control efforts during
convoy operations. The crew of each vehicle practiced
exiting and entering their vehicle in the event of a
dismount.

Once the crews were ready, each convoy departed
for the live-fire range.

Simulated events during the convoy gave Soldiers a
chance to see how they would react in the event of an
IED or rocket propelled grenade attack. Combat life
savers treated Soldiers with simulated wounds while
recovery teams towed hit vehicles.

“Theenemy isn't going to giveyou a‘timeout’. You
haveto be quick when it comesto hooking up adowned
vehicle that requires towing,” said Sgt. 1% Class Kevin
R. Ryan, deputy comptroller, HHC, 12 COSCOM.

A mock village provided driversand TCsachanceto
practice how to keep locd traffic from mixing with the
convoy vehicles.

The completion of the CLF range gave Soldiersmore
than just the training on how to make it out of a bad
situation on any convoy as safely as possible, it gave
them a brief idea on what their fellow Soldiers had to
endure since the beginning of operations Iragi and
Enduring freedom.

“This training was excellent. The instructor s took
their time with us to make sure we understood
everything,” Deboe said.
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Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Clockwise: (Left) Pfc. Gregory Dows, 264th Corps Support Bat-
talion welds a piece of metal together for a vehicle he is up-
armoring in Baghdad. (Above-l) Capt. Kelly Hughes gives a
Soldier intravenous fluids during a combat life saver class in
Kuwait. (Above-right) 1st Corps Support Command Soldiers
wait to “hot-load” a CH-47 Chinook at Fort Bragg. (Below-r)
Members of the 623rd Quartermaster Company zero their weap-
ons at a range in Kuwait. (Below-l) An aircraft with members
of the 1st COSCOM advance party take flight to Kuwait.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

| I 4
Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
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Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

(Above) Master Sgt. Larry Wise, HHC, 1st
COSCOM gets into the Christmas spirit while
deployed to Irag. (Right) Soldiers listen to an
observer controller during an after action re-
view in Kuwait. (Below) Iragi children pose
for the camera after receiving meals ready to Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
eat during a humanitarian misssion in Irag.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

(Above) A 1st COSCOM soldier rides a camel at a bi-
zarre in Kuwait. (Right) A sad little girl at Pope Air
Force Base’'s Green Ramp holds up asign to say fare-
well to adeploying Soldier. (Below) HHC, 1st COSCOM
Soldiers on a C-130 Hercules in flight to Balad, Iraqg.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
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Sergeant Major of theArmy viststroops

Story and photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

1st COSCOM Public Affairs

Sergeant Major of the Army Kenneth O. Preston gets a picture taken
with a wounded Soldier after a comforting conversation. Preston

visited wounded troops Dec. 21 during a tour of LSA Anaconda.

Severd membersof theArmy senior
leadership, induding the Sergearnt Mgjor
of the Army, Kenneth O. Preston,
vistedthemilitary and civilianresdents
of LSA Anacondaat various locations
withintheingalation.

Following the USO show the night
prior, Preston was joined by
Command Sgt. Mgj. of the Army
Reserve, Michdle S. Jones and their
daffs to tour the post. They visted
key locations such as the Air Force
hospital, severa Air Force hangars,
dining fadilities, and Big Bob's Truck
Shop. Thisisthe up-amoring facility
on post.

Thefirg stop of theday, made a the
hospitd, gave the sergeants mgor an
opportunity to visit and talk to sarvice
members wounded during on going
operationsfrom LSA Anaconda

“I wanted to see the progress mede a
thehogpitd,” said Preston. “ It sgoodtosee
theimprovementsthey’ vemede. It'sgood
tovigtthetroopstossehowthey’ redoing.”

Wetchingthecrew of doctors, nurses
and hedth-care pecidigsfromdl over

the military at work was a positive
experience, sad Preston.

While visiting the hospital, Jones
offered wounded Soldiers, Airmen and
Marines an opportunity to have ther
families updated on how they're doing
by means of a persond phone cdl from
Jones.

Thegod during thisvist wasto give
sarvice members an opportunity to ask
questions, boogt theirmordeandtomeke
lifebetter inthe thestre, said Jones

Thetour' snext soptook theentourage
totwoof themany arcraft hangarsonthe
Air Force sde of pogt. During ther visit
there, they were dlowed a glimpse of
equi pment that mogt sarvicememberson
post wouldn't have the opportunity to
view.

Airmen gave the sergeants mgor a
doselook a equipment used to conduct
missons using the Predator unmanned
agid vehidefor intdligencepurposes as
wdl asF-16fighter jetsusedin operations
for dosear support.

Upon completion of the airfield tour,
the sergeants mgor sat down and dined

withseverd Soldiersduringluncha one
of four diningfadilities Followinglunch,
the group st off to vidt alocation on
post, which hasbeen thesubject of news
for weeks

Big Bob's Truck Stop is the fadility
on pogt that produces mogt of thearmor
for vehidesused by unitsstationed here.
Sncetheup-armoringof variousvehides
usad in theetre has been a hot topic in
recent news, thesergeantsmgjor wanted
toseetheprocessand progressfirgt hand.

Saaingtheprocessof up-armoringthe
vehidesand medtingthecrewswhodid
itleftanoutstandingimpressononJones
who was excited to see the safety
concarns of the troops being addressed
insuch aprofessond manner, shesad.

“Itmademefed fantadtic,” said Jones.
“[The contractors who work on the
vehidesarg] jus aphenomend group of
individuds they redly careto keepthe
Soldierssafe”

“Itwasredly beneficid toseeatruck
completdy taken apart and put back
together,” said Preston. “| wantedtoone:
to see the fadility and see the cgpability
of the contractor, and two: to seeif there
were challenges and issues| could teke
back to improve the capability and
progressthey’ ve made”

Thesergeantsmgor both agreed thet
seaing theup-armor facility ranked very
highintheir expectationsand gavethem
abetter indght totheleve of protection
U.S troopsarerecaiving.

After the tour of the facility and
taking photos, the sergeants major
linked up with the other celebrities on
tour with the Hope and Freedom 2004
Tour to rest before traveling to visit
troopsinAfghanistan and South Koreau

Although only staying for a brief
time, the efforts and accomplishments
|eft lasting impressions on Preston and
Jones.

“I watched thistheetre mature from
nothing, to what it is today,” said
Preston.
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Building a legacy: The military

Family

Story and photos by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

Traditions are what remind us of
the great thingsthat those before us
have accomplished and have since
passed down from generation to
generation. For many Soldiers
serving in the military, past and
present day, their traditions are deep
rooted within serving their country.
Some have become the fourth
generation of their family to wear
the Army uniform, while others
have become the first, with a goal
to become apart of generationswith
prestige.

TaketheAkinfamily. 1n 1956, a
newly commissioned officer fresh
out of Texas A&M unknowingly
began his family’s legacy. 2 Lt.
George Akin  was that
commissioned officer and hewould
goontohold amost every logistical
position the Army had to offer;
eventually = becoming the
commander of the Army’s Test and
Evaluation Command with the rank
of major general he was
indoctrinated into the Ordnance
Corps Hall of Fame.

Magj. Gen. George Akin would
eventualy retire in 1991, but not
before establishing a family
dedication  of
serving their
country.

Akin has two
sons presently
serving. Bothhave
followed in their
father’s footsteps
and joined the
Army Ordnance
Corps.

They are
assigned to the 1%
Corps Support

many others within the 1%
COSCOM that have began or aso
desires to create asimilar legacy.
Sat. 1% Class Rosetta C. Owens,
senior personnel service non-
commissioned officer, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1%
COSCOM is married to Sgt. 1%

Command,
stationed at Fort
Bragg, N.C. Col.
Mark Akin is
commander of the
Corps Distribution Command
(CDC) andiscurrently deployed to
Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and Lt. Col. GeorgeAkin
Jr. is currently attending the U.S.

w48

F

Army War College
after serving a 12-
month tour in lraq
himself. The Akin
family’'s  military
service dates back to
the Spanish-Amercian
War, Mark said.
TheAkinsasafamily
have demonstrated their
commitment to serving
their country, and while

Sgt. 1st Class Andre A. Owens with wife Sgt.
1st Class Rosetta C. Owens. Both Owens are
currently deployed together in support of OIF.

they are one example of
the military family
tradition, there are

Photo by unknown
Col. Mark Akin (left), CDC commander, with
brother Lt. Col. George Akin, 7th Transportation
commander at the change of command ceremony
in Irag.

ClassAndreA. Owen, logisticsnon-
commissioned officer, CDC, 1%
COSCOM. The Owens met five
years ago in South Hill, Va. while
serving asArmy recruiters.

They are both deployed jointly to
the samelocationin Irag in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom.

“I wanted to serve my country,”
Rosettasaid. “1t was something | had
awayswanted to do.”

Rosetta was the first in her family
to sart the tradition, however, Andre
wasn't. His father had served in the
Air Force for 30 years in Personne
Services. Andre aso has a cousin
currently serving in Irag.

“My father served and | chose to
dothesame. He started thetradition
for thefamily,” Andre said.

FAMILY, Continued next page
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The Owenswould likethefamily
tradition to continue with their
children, however, they want to
leave this option open for their
children to decide, Rosetta said.

“Our oldest daughter wantsto be
anurse, so she is looking into the
Army Nursing Program. We
explained the pros and consto her,
however we don’t push her or any
of our other children either way. In

1st COSCOM CSM addresses
futureofficersat Valley Forge

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

WAY NE, Pa.—Reserve officer
training component cadets in the
Early Commissioning Program at
Valley Forge Military Academy and
Collegewerepaid avisit by asenior
seasoned non-commissioned officer
Nov. 3.

Command Sgt. Major Joseph R.
Allen, command sergeant major of
the 1% Corps Support Command, is
the first COSCOM Sergeant Major
to ever visit Valley Forge, a
spokesperson said.

Valley Forge is one of only five
collegesin the nation that offersan
accel erated commissioning program
and college degree for young
Soldiers. It is an all male
preparatory boarding school and
two-year junior college. The
accelerated ROTC commissioning
program currently has seventeen
prior enlisted Soldiersin its officer
training ranks.

“Soldiers bring maturity,
leadership experience, values and
excellent military training to our
program.” said Lt. Col. Christopher
St. Jean, professor of military
science.

During hisvisit to Valley Forge,
Allen’swas able to meet with more
than 200 college cadets, non-
commissioned officer faculty and a
group of former enlisted Soldiers.

Allen reviewed training and
talked to the cadets about a career
in the military.

He also offered advice and
wisdom to over sixty future Army
officers and he spoke about the
importance of adhering to standards.

Leaders must always maintain
personal standards and training
related standards while ensuring
that their Soldiersdo the same, Allen
said.

“Real leadership means
demonstrating personal courage,
mentoring others and caring for
soldiers and their families,” Allen
said.

On several occasions he
reminded the audience about the
importance of fitness. Your soldiers
will know if you are conducting
physical training or not, so stay in
shape and lead by example, hesaid.

Allen concluded his remarks by
warning the cadets about
complacency and how complacency
kills Soldiers.

“Never be complacent. The day
you become complacent is the day
you will die, said Allen.

Allenthen, left thefuture officers
with afinal pieceof advice. “Don’t
worry about having all the answers,
trust and rely on your NCOs,” he
said.

After talking to the cadets,
touring thefacility and eating lunch
with the cadets, Allen left Valley
Forge leaving a lasting impression
on the future leaders of tomorrow’s
Army.

the end we will support their
decision,” Rosetta said.

When discussing about being
deployed jointly to a combat zone
both Owenswererealistic, however,
optimistic about the circumstance.

“This is an all volunteer army.
We have to take the good with the
bad. If you do deploy together, it
makes the long deployment better
because your spouseistherefor you
to vent if you have to or when you
need someone to talk to,” Rosetta
said.

Staff Sgt. Nathan Mckeldin and
Pfc. Jerome Bishop are brothers
both currently deployed in support
of OIF. Although not stationed in
the same location, they manage to
keep in touch.

McKeldin is a platoon sergeant
and common ground station
operator for the 319" Military
Intelligence Battalion, 525"
Military Intelligence Brigade and
Bishop is a photojournalist for
HHC, 1% COSCOM.

Bishop’sfather served for ashort
period in the Army during the
1970s. However, although his
father’s career was short-lived, he
began a tradition that would
eventually be passed onto his
children.

“My dad heavily encouraged me
to join the military,” Bishop said.

Bishop and Mckeldin joined the
Army after graduating from high
school.

Based on the benefits that are
offered and the independence the
Army gives you, his father was an
advocatefor the Army, Bishop said.

“We got ajump start on life,” he
added.

This is the second deployment
for Mckeldin, who previously
deployed to Afghanistan; this is

Bishop'sfirst.
They were both able to see each
other during this current

FAMILY, Continued page 22
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‘All day, everyday’

659th Maintenance Company maintains Forward Distribution Point

Story an photos by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

BAGHDAD, Irag—A small element of the 659"
Maintenance Company, 264" Corps Support Battalion has
a heavy task. The heavy task is running a Forward
Distribution Point.

TheFDPisamulti-classwarehousethat supportsover
180Army, Marineand Air Forceunits. Theseunitsconsist
of engineers, signal, military intelligence, and civil affairs,
to name afew. The FDP ensures that these units have
what they need o that they can operate on the bettlefield.

Approximately 30 Soldiersrunthisoperation. Withinthe
operations, esch hasaspecifictask toensurequality assurance.

“FDP has one of the biggest missions and it is quite
demanding,” said Warrant Officer Antoinette Tucker,
supply systems technician and accountable officer.

“We try to process everything within a 24 to 48 hour
window to ensure customers get their products on time,”
Tucker said.

“Our biggest challenge is that right now we are doing
twice the workload with less people than we would
normally haveat Fort Bragg,” said Sgt. 1% Class Dwayne
Neshitt, platoon sergeant.

“At Bragg, we don't have to worry about additional
duties such as force protection. We have to factor this
into our operations,” Nesbitt said.

The FDP supplies four classes of provisons. These
provisionsrange from office suppliesand hydraulic fluid
to plywood and equipment replacement parts.

Onamonthly basis, the FDP processes 6,000 to 1,2000
material releaseorders. MROsare customer receiptsthat
identify who a particular ordered part belongs to.

The FDPiscomprised of five divisions, stock control,
issuing, receiving, turn in and storage.

“I take requisitions in from the customers, and we are
abletotrack thisby usngMROs” said Sgt. TheresaJenkins,
stock control and customer service non-commissioned
officer.

Jenkins responsibilities don't end there. She hasthe
tasks of tracking requisitions, submitting follow ups,
resolving any issuesthat customers may have with apart
they received or haven't received, and submitting
requisitionsto their higher source of suppliers.

“The job is difficult and demanding but | enjoy
troubleshooting and hel ping customerswhen they have a

problem,” Jenkins said. “The Best part about thisjobis
that | liketo help [the customers].

Once the customers have gone through Jenkins and
their supplies comein, the next stop is Receiving.

Receiving isthelocation where parts are stored while
they are processed for rel ease to the customer. Receiving
also provides Material Handling Equipment support.

Once processed, the partsare placed in I ssuing, where
the customer signsfor their parts. Sgt. WilliamsMcNeil,
automated | ogi stics sergeant, runs|ssuing wherepartsare
placed into storage.

Each supported command has their own storage bin
identified solely for them to pick up items that they have
requested, McNell said. “ Thereisasoapick upand storage
location for bulk items,” he said.

“If aunit orders a bulk item and they do not have the
meansto pick up theitem we digpatch atransportation unit
totravel tother locationwith thebulk itemintheformof a
Transportation Movement Request. We have traveled as
far as Forward Operating Base Duke,” Neghitt said.

Along with these other component of the FDP is the
Turn In section.

The Turn In section is an extremely important
section, Neshitt said. If a customer neglectsto seethis
section, they will be prohibited to redeploy, he said.

Upon completion of this cycle, the process starts
all over again.

“The soldiers are motivated and as long as they
stay informed, they are willing to do anything,”
Nesbitt
said.

“All
day,
everyday”
is the
platoon’s
motto
because
they are
there for
t h e
customers
all day,
everyday,
he said.

(Left) Spc. John Mawer, automated logis-
tics specialist, 659th Maint. Co., invento-
ries and signs out parts to Spc. Robert
McMillan, perscribed load list clerk, 327th
Signal Battalion, 35th Signal Brigade Dec.
31.
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COSCOM Soldiers give IS0

thanks away from home

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

CAMP VIRGINIA, Kuwait—
“Happy Thanksgiving,” said Col.
Mark Akin, commander of the Corps
Distribution Command, 1% Corps
Support Command, as he served food
to service members in the camp’s
dinning facility.

Approximately 5,500 U.S. service
members and coalition forces in
transition and stationed here
celebrated Thanksgiving dinner a a
lunchtime feast held November 25.

Among the units present were the
XVIII Airborne Corps 12 COSCOM
and various other Fort Bragg units.

The 1% COSCOM'’s main body
arrived in Kuwait November 17 to
begin itsinitid stepsin the trangtion
to bebased in Irag. Whilethere, time
was sat asde to help Soldiers fed at
homewhileaway during the holidays.

“Thisis the first time and largest
holiday meal we have ever had,” said
Maj. Jm Blair, Logigtic Operations
Officer for Camp Virginia command
cdl, 687" Quartermaster Battalion out
of Dayton, Ohio.

To make it extra specid, the 1%
COSCOM'’sFood Service Officer, Sgt.
Magj. Gary Belush encouraged the
Coadlition Forces Land Component
Command's food service officer to
challenge each dinning facility in the
regionto competewith each other with
the winner given the honor of having
the best DFAC for Operation Iraqi
Freedom I11-Kuwait, said Blair.

The dining hal, which can feed
hundreds of service membersin one
sitting, was decked out in fdl foliage
and Thanksgiving decorations. Ice
sculptures and hanging tassels were
added to complement the décor.

“For many of
our Soldiers, this
is the first time
they are
spending time
away  from
homeduring the
holidays. We
want to ensure
thet each Soldier
had a
Thanksgiving
dinner  with
traditional
dishes served to
them by their
leaderswhether they wereback at Fort
Bragg or here in Kuwait,” said Brig.
Gen. YvesJ. Fontaine, commander, 1%
COSCOM.

In keeping with long-standing
Army tradition of senior leaders
serving junior Soldiers during the
Thanksgiving meal, Fontaine,
Command Sgt. Mg. Joseph R. Allen,
Command Sgt. Mg. of 13 COSCOM
and other senior members of the 1%
COSCOM removed their desert
camouflageuniform hatsand replaced
themwith chefs' hats.

“Our leadership, to include the
camp’s leadership, took the initiative
and carefully planned for this medl.
Integral tothesuccessof thistraditional
dinner was the employment of
membersof the 1¥ COSCOM’saward
winning culinary team. Theresult was
an authentic traditiona dinner for all
sarvice members here with a festive
atmogphere,” said Fontaine.

Approximately 15 of these 1%
COSCOM Soldier teamed up with
Reserve, National Guard and

Photo by Spc. Zhi Wong

Command team Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine, 1st
COSCOM commander and Command Sgt. Maj. Jo-
seph R. Allen, follow military tradition by serving Sol-
diers an assortment of Thanksgiving dishes in the
dining facility Nov. 25.

Tammimi Global contractors to
successfully feed theresdentsof Camp
Virginia

Theholiday meal conssted of 1,700
pounds of turkey, 1,200 pounds of
ham, 1,400 poundsof primerib, 1,500
pounds of shrimp, 1,200 pounds of
stuffing, 5,000 servings of pie, sweet
potatoes, mash potatoes corn on the
cob and cookies. To complete the
medl, a number of large cakes full of
whipped cream frosting were served.

Additional treats such as non-
acohol eggnog, assorted nuts and ice
creamwitha" makeyour own sundag’
option were aso served.

Soldiers within the 1 COSCOM
aso had theopportunity to seeandtalk
to family members.

“| wasabletodeepinlate, andthen
went to lunch. The best thing about
today was going to see and talk to my
family with video teleconferencing,”
said Cpl. Brent Sted, operationadmin
sergeant, Headquartersand

See THANKS, next page
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Chaplain’s Corner
Another Year Gone!

CH (Lt. Col.) Edward Ahl

Deputy Chaplain, 1st COSCOM
As | stand on the threshold of
another year, | wonder about the
strength of my commitment to the
faith to which | so vocally pledge
my allegiance. Am | guilty of more
lip service than heart service?
Maybe you sometimes share the
same feeling, especially when
falling short of God’shigh calling.
| don’t know about you, but | miss
themark every day, often by amile.
The only thing that keeps me from
giving up, isHispromiseto always
forgive me and love me even when
| foul up egregiously. Now that’'s
grace.

| am not so sure | completely
understand grace. | know it is an
unmerited gift from God, but |
believeit requiresachildlike faith
to grasp its scope, its full
dimension, its measurel ess majesty,
afaith like that of a5-year old girl
named Sarah whom | recently
heard about. Her brother had
developed arare blood disease and

needed a blood transfusion to stay
alive. Only Sarah’'s blood was a
match.

When asked if she would give her
blood to save her brother, Sarah at
first looked puzzled. Her parents
patiently explained the procedure
and the importance of her gift.
Finally, Sarah seemed to
understand and agreed to the
transfusion. The next day at the
hospital, Sarah lay down on a cot
and watched intently as a nurse
placed a needle into her arm and
turned on the blood-extracting
pump. Sarah’s mother sat at her
side holding her hand reassuringly.
After a few minutes, Sarah
motioned to her mother to come
closer. She had a question:
“When,” Sarah whispered into her
mother’s ear, “am | going to die?’
Obviously she had misunderstood
the nature of the procedure, but her
commitment to her brother was
total. She was ready to give him
anything he needed, including her
life. Intheyear ahead, we need to
remember that that is exactly what
Christ did for you and me, and we
need to act accordingly.

“Remind us God, when we forget:
Love so amazing, so divine, so
deep, so wide, so tall, demands
from each of us our life, our soul,
our all.” God Bless Your Pea
Pickin’ Hearts!! Amen.

THANKS, previous page

Headquarters Company, 1%
COSCOM.
“I missmy wifeand threekids, but |

am now here with the unit; a bound
between fdlow Soldiers” said Spc.
Hector Lopez Jr., intelligence
adminigtrator, HHC, 13 COSCOM.
Thehoursfor thelunchtimemed was
extended anadditiond twohoursinorder

to give every service member the
opportunity to enjoys a Thanksgiving
med anduseV TCtotak tothar families

“No one should fed londly because
weared| avay fromhomeandarebound
together more; and we can go through
this [ deployment] together as ateam,”
sddLopez

The Camp Virginia dinning facility
earned tops honors for the best dinning
fadility in Kuwait for 2004.

From the
Mule’s Mouth

What will your New Years
resolution be for 2005?

“To spend as much money as | can, in a
year at the government’s expense.”

-Sgt. 1st Class Kevin R. Ryan
Deputy Comptroller
HHC, 1st Corps Suport Command

“To get into better shape and to be debt
free.”

-Sgt. Keith Franklin
Motor Transport Operator
HHC, Corps Distribution Command

“To get home safely to see my kids.”

-Pfc. Gregory Dow
Welder
264th Corps Support Battalion
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1st Annual Jingle Bell Jog kicks off

Story and photos by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

While being deployed to another
country, away from loved ones during
thehaolidayscanlower Soldiers spirits,
thiswasnot the casefor somegationed
here. More than 220 runners braved
the cold wesether to participate in the
LSA Anaconda's Firgt Annua Jngle
Bdl Fun Run here Dec. 24 & 7 am.

First place male runner 1st Lt.
Jesse Blanton finished the race
in 18 minutes and 15 seconds at
the fun run Dec. 24.

The run took place around a five-
kilometer radius of the pogt, with the
dart line beginning and ending across
from Holt Stadium.

“We planned thisrun for themorae
of the troops to temporarily keep their
minds occupied on something ese,”
said Mdcolm Bartee, gym technician
andrun coordinator for MordeWdfare
and Recreetion.

“The troops keep their minds
occupied on sressful thingsasitisand
hopefully these events will lighten the
load,” Barteesaid.

Theparticipantswererepresented by
amultitude of runners.

“About 70 percent of therunnersare
military, 20 percent civilian and 10

percent local nationds,” said Bartee.

The firg place mae runner was 1%
Lt. Jesse Blanton, pilot and medical
evacuaion team leader, 82 Medica
Company (Air Ambulance), from Fort
Riley, Kan. Hecrossed thefinishlinein
18 minutesand 15 seconds.

“| am glad they had the run. It'sa
goodway to spend Christmaswith other
Soldierswho areinthe Chrigmasspirit
snce we can't be with our families”
Blanton said.

The firgt place femae runner was
Saf Sgt. EmmaWilliams, soued leeder,
50 Signal Battalion, 35" Signal
BrigadefromFort Bragg, N.C. Herrun
time was 20 minutes and 25 saconds.

Staff Sgt. Emma Williams dashes
across the finish line as the first
female runner to cross the finish
line during the fun run Dec. 24.

“I didn’t think | would comeinfirgt
becauseitscoldand | just got here. This
is my first ever race to run,” said
Williams.

The runners weren't the only ones
to brave the 40-degree weather.
Volunteersfromadl over theingalaion

participated by passng out water and
energy drinks and cheering for the
runnersasthey ran by.

“WehaveSoldiers, foreignandlocd
contractors who wanted to be here to
joinus,” said Bartee.

As the runners ran by during their
firgt loop, the volunteers cheered them
on. Applauseand cheersfor therunners
grew louder asthey crossed the finish
line

“I volunteered because | want to be
here because members of my unit are
running andwewanted to support,” said
Sgt. Manuel Alfaro, maintenance
technician, 961% Quartermaster
Company, 507" Corps Support Group.

“There is a bunch of us here from
my unitvolunteering,” said Sgt. 1% Class
Ruben Rocha, sergeant of the guard,
961 QM Co., 507" CSG “Whenthey
arewillingtorunin (cold) weather like
this, we haveto support, Rochasaid.

Besides the run, MWR had other
sporting eventsplanned for theHoliday
weekend to include a40 and 100-yard
dash, aone-milespeadwalk race, dodge
ball, volleybal and abaskethal game.

“Theweekendwasplannedfor alot
of fun to raise the spirit of the Soldiers
during the holidays” Bartee said.

Soldiers from various units dem-
onstrate the spirit of Christmas
by wearing Santa Clause and elf
costumes during the fun run Dec.

24,
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USO ‘Handshake Tour’ in Irag
boosts Soldiers morale

Photo and story by Pfc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM Public Affairs

LSAANACONDA, Irag—A handful of celebrities
joined the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
onstage at L SA Anaconda'’s stadium Tuesday to thank
the men and women for their sacrifices herein Iraqg.

Actor-comedians Robin Williams and Blake
Clark, football
legend John
Elway, model-
sportscaster
L eeann Tweeden
and Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Air
Force Gen.
Richard B.
M vy er s
entertained
thousands of
troops as part of
a world-class
United Services
Organizations
tour.

Myers began
the show by
thanking the
men and women
of LSA
Anaconda for
everything they have done in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. During the motivating speech, Myers
thanked service members for all the sacrifices they
have made to make OIF the success that it is.

After Myers gave his thanks, he then introduced
Tweeden, whom offered her gratitude for everything
the roaring audience has done.

Clark, known for his role as Harry the Hardware
Guy on “Home Improvement,” entertained troops
with stories of his experiences as a platoon leader
during the Vietnam War, life growing up in Georgia
and his gratitude for everything service membersin
the audience had done.

receive signed autographs.

Two time Super Bowl champion quarterback John Elway signs
a football after the show. Following the USO show Soldiers
had the opportuntiy to be photographed with the celebrities and

Tweeden was next on stage to introduce former
Denver Broncos quarterback John Elway. The words
of a sports icon can reach deep into the hearts of
service members who try their best to keep up with
the games back home, and although Elway wasn’t
able to give them
the game, he
certainly brought
joy to troops with
a few sacks of
footballs he threw
to them whether
they were 15 feet
or 150 feet from
the stage.

Following
Elway, Williams
took the stage.

Williams
brought laughter
tothetroopsasfar
away as the
Soldiers playing
basketball in a
distant court with
improvisational
comedy about
armored humvees,
the C-130 ride to
LSA Anaconda, Saddam Hussein and even the
Military Police dog who watched from in front of
the stage.

Upon completion of Williams' act, the celebrities
of the 2004 Holiday Handshake Tour spoke with
troops, signed autographs, and posed for pictures.

“People back home appreciate what [the troops]
do,” said Myers.

“We're just here to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas, happy Chanukah, happy Kwanza, and
Chinese New year,” said Williams, “athough | think
we missed that.”
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FAMILY, continued from page 16

deployment while temporarily
stationed in Kuwait. They spent
Thanksgiving together.

The brothers aso have a cousin
simultaneously deployed with them
to Iraqg.

“l would like to start a family
tradition of the military with us,”
said Spc. Steve Reyes,
administrative clerk, CDC, 1%
COSCOM. His wife is Sgt.
Marjorie Reyes, automated
logistical supply specidist, CDC, 1¢
COSCOM.

They met each other while
stationed in Germany and have been
married for three years. Both are
currently deployed to the same
location in Iraq in support of OIF.

Marjorie has an uncle in the
Army Reserves. Steve is the first

Spc. Steve Reyes with wife, Sgt. Marjorie Reyes.
Both Reyes are currently deployed together in sup-
port of OIF.

generation in his family to join the
military, and like his wife, intends
on being an Army careerist.

“I will encourage my son to join
themilitary to seeif helikedit. The
military hasso much to offer. It will
give him independencetheway [the
Army] gaveittome,” Marjoriesaid.

Neither Soldier found a
downsideto being deployed jointly.

22

“1 think that it isgood we are
heretogether. Also, asaspouse,
when you both are in [the
military], you understand when
your spouse hastowork late and
soyou aren’'t upset,” said Steve.

“My husband and | aren’t too
excited about [our children]
joining [the Army] because like
most parents, we want to ensure
that our children are always
safe,” said Mgj. MariaR. Miller,
operations officer, CDC, 1%
COSCOM.

Miller, who is currently
deployed to Iraq, is married to a
Special Forces team sergeant
currently deployed to Afghanistan.
Her father was an administrative
specialist and served in World War
[1. Miller aso has a cousin who
served in the Army Reserves in a
transportation unit in Maryland.

With her
father who began
their  family
tradition, sheand
her husband have
continued on
with thetradition
that she s
hesitant about
having passing

on to her
children.
Miller
elaborated by
citing the

infamous saying,
‘| fightintoday’s
army so that my
children don’t have to tomorrow.’

However, like all understanding
parents, she admitsthat sheand her
husband will support the endeavors
of their children.

Like the other couples, Miller
agreed with the advantages of
having another member of the
family apart of the military.

The good thing about afamily of
military membersisthat thereisan

Photo by unkown

Staff Sgt. Nathan Mckeldin (left) with
brother, Pfc. Jerome Bishop. Both
Brothers currently deployed to differ-
ent parts of Iraq in support of OIF.

understanding about the work
schedulesand long work hours, said
Miller.

“He helps me out with a lot of
issues, and | help him because we
both have different points of view
from the officer and enlisted
perspective,” Miller said.

However, Miller also cited that
there is a downside when it comes
to deployments. Separation and
ensuring that personal effectsarein
order, to include making sure that
children arewell taken cared of, can
cause some stress.

This is Miller’'s second
deployment within two years. Prior
to that, she and her husband were
sent to separate assignments to
different installations, Miller said.

Both Millers are careerist, with
Miller’s husband having the
opportunity to retirewithin acouple
of yearsif he decides.

There are numerous family
members within the 13 COSCOM
that all share a tradition that adds
family and military together
equating to alegacy of prestige.

LiketheAkinlegacy, which goes
beyond the Spanish American War,
these are only a fragment of the
families that exist in today Army,
hoping to create and carrying on
their own legacy.

“Themilitary family definesthetrue
essenceof sHflesssarvice” Andresaid.
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Message to my Soldier

Sgt. 1st Class Herschel Gillins
264th Logisitc Task Force
To a wonderful husband and
father we love and miss you
very much. Hurry home.
Just remember when you get
down “cute and fuzzy bunnies”.
Love Sharon & Megan

Sgt. Luis F. Rodriguez

HHD 264 CSB, 46th CSG

It was great having you home
for R&R and just cant wait to
have you home again. Love you
and miss you very much!!
Christie and Alex Miss you
Papi!!

Capt. Christopher W. Degn
264, HHD Company (46th CSG)
Dear Chris, We are so proud of
you and support you 110% in
what you are doing. Our
thoughts and prayers are with
you always! We love youl!
Kristi & Victor

Col. Floyd Hudson

507th CSG

Hi Floyd, Happy New Year! The
boys and | miss you and trust
that all are well. Both of our
families send greetings and
their love. Take care. Much
love, Robin

Sgt. Sarah Lapine

364 Supply Company, LTF 264
To our Niece, Sarah: We love
and miss you...come home safe
and soon.

Uncle George and Aunt Roberta

I hope and pray for a safer New
Year and return home soon. |
am very proud of you and all
the soldiers. Love to you. Mom

1st. Lt. George Franklin

259 Field Service Company
George, we are proud of your
accomplishments and we
patiently await your return. |
love you and our love is forever,
love, Laura Marie.

Brian Savage

264 Logistic Task Force

To my soldier, My everything,
With every day such light you
bring, Our hearts are with you,
In all you do, With love and
compassion, The whole deploy-
ment through.

Love Wifey

Spc. Brian K. Manley

364 Supply Company, LTF 264
The kids & | just want you to
know that we love you and we
are SO proud of you! Chin up
& we will see you soon! Forever,

Wifey

Spc. Frank Moore

364 supply, LTF 264, 46 Co.
We want to wish you a Happy
New Year and a quick return
home. We love and miss you.
You are always in our prayers.
Love, Lorrie, Ashton, and
Tabitha

Maj. Joe Dixon

HHD, 264" LTF, 1t COSCOM
Joey-l want you to know that |
am very proud of you. 1 love
you more than anything. We
are almost there. Stay focused.
Be safe. XOXO Amy

SFC Lester Ruiz

264th CSB HHD Co.

My Loving Husband, There are
no measurable words to
describe the loneliness felt in
our home without vyour
presence. Our love for you is
deep and everlasting. Always,
Gwen

PFC Scott R. Cyre

364 Supply Company, LFT 264
Happy New Year, Scott! God’s
brought us past the halfway
mark. Now it’'s downhill till you
come home. We are proud of
you and love you! Brigita,
Sean, Cole, Jared

Spc. lan Nuckols

364 Supply Company, LTF 264
Just a note from all of us. We
Love You! And just wanted you
to know how proud we are.
Thank all of you for your sacri-
fices. Love, MOM

Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Thomas
Unit not submitted

Thanks for all you are doing.
We love you very much. See
you when you get home! Love,
Sherry, Brandon Jr. and Josh

SUBMISSIONS: If you have a deployed
1st COSCOM Soldier and would like to
submit a message, email their rank, full
name and unit with no more than a 30
word message to
sonise.lumbaca@us.army.mil. Mes-
sages more than 30 words will be cut
off at the 30 word mark or last sentence
previous to it in order to allow everyone
the opportunity to submit. Please en-
sure that message do not contain infor-
mation too personal in nature or inap-
propriate content.
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